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Can science stem the tide?
Scripps has been sounding the alarm. Now we must give the world’s best marine scientists the 
facilities and tools they need to help us save our oceans.

International Marine Ecosystems 
Laboratories at Scripps
We’ve not only seen and read about 

it. We are responsible for it: contam-
ination from ruptured oil wells that spreads 
for miles, rising ocean acidifi cation due to 
carbon emissions, chemicals carelessly 
fl ushed into bays, runoff from rain storms 
that dumps toxins in coastal waters, plas-
tic garbage fl oating along the beach … All 
this amounts to an attack on our oceans.

Sadly, we know very little about the long-
term consequences of this blight.

But we do know we need to fi nd solutions. 
And to do that, we need the help of one 
of the world’s premier marine research 
institutions: the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography. Scientists at Scripps have 

collected and analyzed a large portion of 
the ocean data we have today. But they 
need the tools and appropriate laboratory 
environment to take their research – and 
our understanding – to the next level.

Up until today, Scripps scientists have 
studied the biology, chemistry and physics 
of marine environments, but typically as 
separate endeavors. Now they need to 
integrate across these disciplines to study 
the interactions and effects on marine 
ecology. 

Increasingly sophisticated, low-power 
instrumentation is emerging at the same 
time to facilitate the design and deploy-
ment of large numbers of biological, 
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Training the 
next generation 
of oceanographers

A focus on students has long been 
a hallmark of Scripps’ mission. Their 
fresh ideas and holistic approach 
will shape the fi eld in the future. In 
addition to supporting postdoctoral 
researchers and graduate students, 
Scripps has developed a new 
program for undergraduates. All 
students, working with their faculty 
and thesis advisers, will use the new 
facilities to learn about integrating 
biological, chemical and physi-
cal oceanography with technology 
development. They will study sensor 
design and construction, how to 
deploy sensors on ocean-going 
platforms, and data collection, 
analysis and modeling. 

“Our most 
signifi cant 

environmental 
issues are evolving 

quickly, so they 
require us to 

respond in kind.” 
– Tony Haymet, director 
of Scripps Institution of 

Oceanography



chemical and physical sensors on Scripps 
ocean-based arrays to gather data more 
comprehensively in space and time. 

The need for integrated research along 
with rapid advances in data gathering and 
interpretation argues for nothing less than 
the reinvention of marine research facilities.

We have a plan

The university is constructing an advanced 
$26.5 million laboratory facility on the 
Scripps Oceanography campus. It will 
build upon the institution’s long experience 
of research in marine ecosystems and its 
response to climate change. It will enable 
Scripps to integrate existing programs with 
new resources and technologies – estab-
lishing a new scientific foundation for  
modern marine ecosystem management 
and will house the range of scientists 
and facilities necessary to develop new 
sensors, design and implement field 
programs, enable effective analyses and 
interpretation of field data and improve 
model development. And its location, next 
to NOAA’s Southwest Fisheries Science 
Center (SFSC), will build on Scripps’ close 
ties with SFSC and its expertise in marine 
ecosystem management.

The building will provide a northern 
gateway to the Scripps Oceanography 
campus, on a prime ocean-view bluff over-
looking the Pacific. It will be a large facility 
that will provide scientists, technicians, 
and graduate and undergraduate students 
with sensor and biological processes labs; 
laboratory support spaces, including  
electronics and computer rooms; offices; 
and multiple conference rooms for the 
unfettered exchange of ideas.

Your investment is critical

To realize the groundbreaking research 
and educational opportunities represented 
by this new laboratory at Scripps, private 
funds are essential.

The facility will be named for a visionary 
key donor who steps forward to support 
this project. The facility’s current working 
name is the International Marine Ecological 
Laboratories.

Scripps needs $10.5 million in private 
funds, which will be matched by $12 million 
awarded in a nationwide grant competition 
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by the U.S. Dept. of Commerce/National 
Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST). More than 95 institutions applied 
for this grant. Scripps ranked No. 1 in 
this competition and was awarded the 
largest of only three grants. Clearly, NIST 
recognized that Scripps has the unique 
capacity to fully capitalize on this invest-
ment. UC San Diego will contribute a $4 
million match.

The facility represents one of the most 
important science buildings in San Diego 
in decades. But we need your support to 
make it a reality.

Scripps Director Tony Haymet adds,  
“We need to develop new scientific  
approaches, hire new faculty trained in 
emerging techniques and teach students 
more expansive, interdisciplinary ways of 
thinking. To support these requirements, 
we need to completely redesign our 
facilities, and that’s why the International 
Marine Ecological Laboratories facility  
is so important.”

Can you help stem 
the tide? 
For more information, contact 
Stuart Krantz 858-822-1405 or 
skrantz@ucsd.edu.
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International Marine Ecosystems Laboratories at Scripps 

“To develop a new 
approach to managing 

California’s marine 
ecosystems and their 
resources, we need to 
completely re-imagine 

our facilities. The 
International Marine 

Ecosystems Laboratories 
at Scripps provide the 
perfect opportunity.”

– Tony Haymet, director of Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography

Giving opportunity

A gift of $10.5 million provides the 
required match for $16 million in 
guaranteed funds, enabling Scripps 
Oceanography to complete this 
$26.5 million facility, and name it for 
its generous benefactor.


