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PROGRAM  
Research training is a fundamental element of 
the Scripps mission, and our commitment to 
practical research training is exemplified by the 
UC Ship Funds Program.  Unique in the United 
States, this program provides an average of 
57 days at sea per year (valued at $1 million) 
to enable students, postdoctoral researchers, 
and early career faculty to pursue independent 
research at sea aboard Scripps ships. Ship time 
is made available through a competitive internal 
peer-reviewed proposal process and supports 
missions from one-day trips near shore to multi-
week expeditions staged from foreign ports.   
   The UC Ship Funds Program also provides 
ship time for Scripps professors to integrate 
seagoing experience and observations into their 
curricula. Over the past five years, 630 graduate 
students and 422 undergraduate students have 
obtained first-hand experience at sea aboard 
Scripps-operated research vessels. 
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R/V SALLY RIDE CHRISTENING  

With the smash of a sparkling bottle of bubbly by ship sponsor Tam 
O’Shaughnessy, America’s newest research vessel was christened Sally 
Ride. Giving the keynote speech at the August event was Under Secretary 
of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator Kathryn 
Sullivan, a marine geologist and astronaut who flew in space with astronaut 
Sally Ride. Ride went on to become a UC San Diego physics professor. 
Scripps Director Margaret Leinen recalled the inspiration of Sally Ride’s 
career and life and the way her remarkable achievements opened up a 
world of opportunity for aspiring female scientists. A constellation of notables 
also participated in the christening, including NASA Administrator Major 
General Charles Bolden, Chief of Naval Research RADM Matthew Klunder, 
Oceanographer of the Navy RADM Jonathan White, UC San Diego Chancellor 
Pradeep K. Khosla, and more than 400 attendees. The vessel is currently 
finishing construction, with an anticipated delivery date in 2015.

THE SCRIPPS FLEET   
Scripps Institution of Oceanography continues a century-long legacy as a 
pioneer in the scientific exploration of the oceans. Today, Scripps research 
vessels are seagoing laboratories with state-of-the-art sensing systems 
and instruments that support global ocean-going science. Thousands of 
scientists, students, engineers, and explorers use Scripps research vessels 
every year for a broad range of missions, from efficient day trips off the 
California coast for student instruction to sustained overseas deployments.
     Piers at our Nimitz Marine Facility home port, constructed more than 50 
years ago, have been considered the finest in the U.S., yet have reached 
the end of their useful service life. Scripps and UC San Diego have invested 
$25 million to revitalize the infrastructure, which will result in a remarkably 
capable home port that will launch Scripps on our next 50 years of ocean 
exploration and research.
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Scripps Institution of Oceanography Cruises 2010-2014

RESEARCH VESSEL TRACKLINES, 2010-2014

Scripps Oceanography research vessels venture from California around the world serving as 

mobile UC San Diego laboratories and classrooms.  From icy blue Antarctic waters to steamy 

volcano-studded tropical seas, Scripps research vessels project our observational capabilities to 

all corners of the planet. Over the past five years, Scripps-operated ships completed 347 separate 

research missions, carrying to sea 5,521 scientists, students, engineers, and explorers from 495 

different institutions, campuses, and laboratories. Our Global Class ships R/V Roger Revelle and 

R/V Melville explored the remote Atlantic, Indian, and Pacific oceans. Our Intermediate Class 

vessel R/V New Horizon focused on the eastern Pacific, from Alaska to Mexico and included 

important ecosystem studies in the California Current. Regional Class vessel Robert Gordon 

Sproul capably worked the coastal waters from Southern to Northern California.  

Printed on recycled paper.


