SIOG 228 Research Seminar—"Thesis writing and presentation skills for BS/MS students”
2 units
Fall 2024; Th 15:30-16:50
Eckert 127
Instructor: Ryan Hechinger
Course description: Weekly, required seminar course. Develops BS/MS student writing and presentation skills. Various other aspects of professional development may be addressed.
Course goal: (1) To help students finish on time by creating a good thesis draft and a good thesis defense. (2) Cohort building, which provides extra learning, motivation, and support.
Course website: canvas.ucsd.edu
Grading: letter grade
Attendance: Must physically attend minimally 6 out of the 10 sessions, except as otherwise arranged. Students who are forced to regularly miss (e.g., via TAing) must take it on themselves to conduct any weekly exercises outside of class (including possibly teaming up for group exercises).
Misc materials/resources: See the Word document on One Drive linked to on Canvas. I may update it as we go on. Also see pdfs in the Canvas module.
Schedule (to be possibly modified throughout quarter):
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	In class solo time / breakout groups
	Task to complete for next class

	1
	26-Sep
	Logistics—Expectations. Goals. Why. Scientists as writers. 
	Intros, “elevator pitch”
	Write and bring in a paragraph from your thesis

	2
	03-Oct
	Writing good sentences 1. KISS. George Orwell’s 6 rules.
	Edit sentences
	Write (as needed) and bring in at least 4 paragraphs

	3
	10-Oct
	Writing good sentences 2. Sentence structure. Flow among sentences. 
	Edit sentences
	Bring in at least 4 successive intro/discussion paragraphs either your own or of a key paper (already edited as above).

	4
	17-Oct
	Writing good paragraphs: Topic sentence. Wrap up sentence. Flow. 
	Edit paragraphs
	Bring in at least 4 pgraphs of methods—either your own or of a key paper.

	5
	24-Oct
	Writing sections 1: Overall structure. Outlines. Subheadings. Writing the Methods.
	Analyze/improve your methods material 
	Bring in some results text (yours or of key paper).

	6
	31-Oct
	Writing sections 2: Results: storyboarding, stats, effect sizes
	Analyze/improve your results material
	Bring in your drafted discussion or that of a key paper.

	7
	07-Nov
	Writing sections 3: Discussion. 
	Analyze your discussion
	Bring in your drafted intro-duction or that of key paper

	8
	14-Nov
	Writing section 4: Introduction.
	Analyze your introduction
	Bring in draft figures or figures from key paper(s) & results text.

	
	21-Nov
	Thanksgiving
	Nada
	Nada

	9
	28-Nov
	Figures and tables
	Analyze your figures
	Nothing

	10
	05-Dec
	Making presentations
	
	



